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gifts which God showed in the nation which he had chosen. " Wherefore,"
says he, " amidst those things which you exteriorly perform, always in-
teriorly judge yourself and thoroughly understand both what you are
yourself, and how great a grace is given in that nation for the conversion
of which you have even received the gift of Corking miracles. And if
you remember that you have ever at any time offended your Creator either
by word or deed, always have that before your eyes to the end that the
remembrance of your guilt may crush the vanity rising in your heart.
And whatever you shall receive or have received in relation to the working
of miracles, esteem the same not as conferred on you but on those for
whose salvation it hath been given you." He observes to him that when
the disciples returned with joy and said to our Lord, " In thy name be
the devils subject unto us," they presently received a rebuke; rejoice not
in this, but " rather that your names are written in heaven."

St Augustine ordained St Mellitus Bishop of the East Saxons in
London, and St Justus Bishop of Rochester;   and, seeing the faith now
spread wide on every side, he took upon him, by virtue of his metropolitan
and legatine authority, which the pope had conferred upon him over all
the bishops of Britain, to make a general visitation of his province.   He
desired very much to see the ancient Britons, whom the English had
driven into the mountains of Wales, reclaimed from certain abuses which
had crept in among them and to engage them to assist him in his labours
in converting the English.   But malice and an implacable hatred against
that  nation  blinded their  understandings  and  hardened  their  hearts.
However, being on the confines of the Wiccians and West-Saxons, that is,
on the edge of Worcestershire not far from Wales, he invited the British
bishops and doctors to a conference.    They met him at a place which
was called at the time when Bede wrote Augustine's Oak.    The zealous
apostle employed both entreaties and exhortations and required of them
three things:  First, that they should assist him in preaching the gospel
to the pagan English; secondly, that they should observe Easter at the
due time;  and, thirdly, that they should agree with the universal church
in the manner of administering baptism.    But they obstinately refused
to comply with his desires.    Whereupon St Augustine proposed by a
divine impulse that a sick or impotent person should be brought in, and
that their tradition should be followed as agreeable to God, by whose
prayer he should be cured.    The condition was accepted, though very
unwillingly;   and a blind man was brought and presented first to the
British priests, but found no benefit by their prayers or other endeavours.
Then Augustine bowed his knees to God, praying that by restoring the
sight to this blind man he would make his spiritual light shine on the
souls of many.    Upon which the blind man immediately recovered his
sight and the Britons confessed that they believed that the doctrine which